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stand clearly and distinctly those few things that we perceive about
God, though they form a quite inadequate knowledge, and to note
that among the other constituents of this idea, however inadequate
it be, necessary existence is found, in order to be able to affirm that
we have examined the nature of God with sufficient precision, and
to maintain that it contains no contradiction.

Seventhly, in the synopsis of my Meditations1 I stated the
reason why I have said nothing about the immortality of the soul.
That I have sufficiently proved its distinctness from any body, I
have shown above. But I admit that I cannot refute your further
contention, viz. that the immortality of the soul does not follow from
its distinctness from the body, because that does not prevent its being
said that God in creating it has given the soul a nature such that its
period of existence must terminate simultaneously with that of the
corporeal life11. For I do not presume so far as to attempt to settle
by the power of human reason any of the questions that depend
upon the free-will of God. Natural knowledge shows that the mind
is different from the body, and that it is likewise a substance ; but
that the human body, in so far as it differs from other bodies, is
constituted entirely by the configuration of its parts and other
similar accidents, and finally that the death of the body depends
wholly on some division or change of figure. But we know no argu-
ment or example such as to convince us that the death or the
annihilation of a substance such as the mind is, should follow from
so light a cause as is a change in figure, which is no more than a
mode, and indeed not a mode of mind, but of body that is really
distinct from mind. Nor indeed is there any argument or example
calculated to convince us that any substance can perish. But this
is sufficient to let us conclude that the mind, so far as it can be
known by aid of a natural philosophy, is immortal.

But if the question, which asks whether human souls cease to
exist at the same time as the bodies which God has united to them
are destroyed, is one affecting the Divine power, it is for God alone
to reply. And since He has revealed to us that this will not happen,
there should be not even the slightest doubt remaining.

It remains for me to thank you for your courtesy and candour
in deigning to bring to my notice not only the difficulties that have
occurred to you, but also those that can be brought forward by
Atheists and people of hostile intent. I see nothing in what you

i Cf. Vol. i p. 141, 11. 9 sqq.                              2 Cf. Obj. 11. p. 29.